	Cluster Outcomes
(From POS)
	Indicators of Student Learning

(How will I recognize what students have learned?)
	Assessments and Tasks
(How will they show what they know?)

	2.1.2: investigate the physical geography of...a prairie community in Canada by exploring and reflecting the following questions for inquiry:
· Where is the prairie community located in Canada?

· How are the geographic regions different from where we live?

· What are the major geographical regions, landforms and bodies of water in the prairie community?

· How does the physical geography of the prairie community shape its identity?

2.2.6: analyze how the community being studied emerged by exploring and reflecting upon the following questions for inquiry?

· What characteristics define their community?

· What is unique about their community?

· What are the origins of their community?

2.S.3: use a simple map to locate communities studied in Canada

2.S.3.:  use cardinal directions to locate communities studied in relation to one’s own community

2.S.5:  consider the needs and ideas of others
	BY THE END OF THIS UNIT, STUDENT WILL BE ABLE TO...
· Identify Saskatoon on a map of Canada

· Identify geographical similarities and differences between Fort McMurray and Saskatoon
· Understand the differences between rural and urban landscapes.
· Understand that Saskatoon is an example of a prairie community and that Fort McMurray is a boreal forest community.

· Compare and contrast characteristics of land and water between Saskatoon and Fort McMurray
· Interpret and appreciate responses from student
         citizens in Saskatoon
· Understand that First Nations people lived off the land in the past and continue to feel a deep sense of connection to the land in the present.  
· Understand that early European settlers also appreciated the land for farming.
· Understand that people today feel connected to the land.  
· Identify with their personal connection to the land in their community.
· Identifies and describes events that happened in          Saskatoon’s past.
· Identifies characteristics that are unique to Saskatoon

· Identifies and examines the origins of Saskatoon.

· Describe the origins of Fort McMurray.

· Identify Saskatoon and Fort McMurray on a map of Canada.
· Applies understanding of a compass rose.
· Works with others and learns from others in the classroom.

	FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT TASKS:
Students will generate questions for their inquiry about Saskatoon.
Students will be able to locate Saskatoon on a map of Canada

Student will be able to explain key characteristics of the Saskatoon community. 

Students will be able to connect Saskatoon’s physical landscape to that of Fort McMurray’s

Student will be able to describe key aspects about Fort McMurray that they would like to share with Saskatoon citizens. 
Students will write a journal entry about their daily life in Fort McMurray. 

Students will be able to identify and explain aspects relating to Saskatoon’s history.  

Students will describe locations on a map using cardinal directions

SUMMATIVE ASSESSMENT:

Student will have the choice of describing orally or in writing:

(1) why he/she is a proud citizen of Fort McMurray and how he/she feels connected to the land. (checklist)
or 
(2) what he/she would miss about Fort McMurray, if he/she had to leave. (checklist)
(Idea adapted from Thomson/Nelson Big Book)

********************************************

In groups of four (4), students will use their research (e-mails from Saskatoon students) and knowledge in order to present aspects of physical geography and/or history of Saskatoon.  The groups will have the choice to present using either (rubric):
· Drama / role play

· Writing

· Journal entry from the perspective of an Aboriginal or settlers’ (Immigrant or Canadian)  point of view from the  past
· Drawings



	Individual lesson plans – lesson objectives, learning experiences, assessment, resources

	#
	Objectives
	Learning experiences
	Assessment
	Resources

	1
	Students will be able to:
· Describe and explain the word “community”
· Describe and explain the word “citizen”
· Explain (orally and pictorially) how these words relate to their lives in Fort McMurray.

[Note: I chose not to outline the full concept teaching approach for these two (2) terms because I feel this is a review of the grade 1 Social Studies program.]
	· Read Prairie Town by Bonnie Geisert.  The story’s about everyday life and depicts townspeople at work and at play.
· Teacher to explain that she thinks the book is a wonderful example of a community, and that we are going to be taking a closer look at a Canadian  prairie community over the next few weeks.  But first, let’s talk about this idea of community.
· Teacher will facilitate a classroom discussion:

What is a community? A group of people with commonalities that may include culture, language, values and beliefs, interests, practices and ways of life, history, and or geographically defined shared space.  A group of people who share the same things (land, language, history).  
Teacher to share her family history by explaining that her father came to Canada from the U.K.  He is Canadian, but still feels a strong  connection to England.  He also feels a strong connection to the British community in Fort McMurray. [I could also choose to use my husband’s connection with the Italian community.  The goal here is to share a personal story and feelings of community.

Can anyone give us an example of a community?  Can we think of more examples of community? Family sports team, school, French, Ukrainian, Aboriginal, church, YMCA, library, Timberlea, Wood Buffalo, Fort McMurray, etc.
We all belong to many groups or communities.

What do we call someone who is part of a community? Citizen.

I am a citizen of Fort McMurray.  I am also a citizen of Alberta and a citizen of Canada.  There are many ways to be a citizen.

· The words “community” and citizen” will be added to our “word wall”.

· Teacher to set-up journal writing  exercise.  
	Students will write a journal entry using the words “community” and “citizen” in relation to the story read or in relation to their everyday life in Fort McMurray.  The journal entry will include a drawing.
	Prairie Town by Bonnie Geisert.
Chart papers and markers

Social Studies journal

	2
	Students will be able to:
· Locate Saskatoon on a map of Canada.
· Recognize that Saskatoon, Saskatchewan is an example of a prairie community
· Identify characteristics (physical geography) of Saskatoon.
· Recognize that Saskatoon’s physical landscape has much in common with that of Fort McMurray.


	Read a Prairie Alphabet by Jo Bannatyne-Cugnet.
Introduce the unit study on Saskatoon.

Does anyone in our class have family or friends who live in Saskatoon?  Can you show us where Saskatoon is located on our map of Canada?
Teacher to introduce a song about Saskatoon and provide students with lyrics:

Saskatoon....

A city built on a river,

With a nightsky that’s so bright,

Saskatoon...

comes from the word Saskwatoomina,

A Cree word for tasty berries,

Saskatoon...

is a community on the prairies.
(Idea adapted from the internet.  Please see references)

Use Google Map to examine similarities (bridges and rivers) and differences between Saskatoon and Fort McMurray.  Teacher will project Google Map onto the screen.
Inquiry / Homework:  With help from mom and/or dad, students will be asked to bring in a copy of one (1) photograph of Saskatoon that they found on the internet.

Students will explain why they chose the photograph, why it appealed to them.  What similarities do you see with Fort McMurray?
The teacher will also provide photographs to complement the students’ collection of images.  As a group, we will make a collage. We will include descriptive, powerful, words for a prairie community.


	Was students able to locate Saskatoon on a map of Canada (checklist)
Was student able to provide at least two characteristics of the Saskatoon community. (checklist)
Was student able to connect Saskatoon’s physical landscape to that of Fort McMurray’s (rubric).


	Prairie Alphabet by Jo Bannatyne-Cugnet.

Classroom computer

Home computer

Large kraft paper or poster board, tape, glue, marker 

	3
	Students will be able to:

· Recognize the difference between urban and rural landscapes
**This is a fully developed lesson plan.  Please see attached**
	
	
	

	4
	Students will be able to:
· Communicate with young citizens of Saskatoon via computer (e-mail).

· Construct questions as a class using KWL chart.
· Read and understand the answers received from the Saskatoon school.

· Share and communicate (via e-mail) aspects about Fort McMurray to the Saskatoon school
	In my opinion, this is the focal point of the unit plan.
Connect the study of Saskatoon to their lives (meaningful) over a 5 week period:
Using KWL chart, we will co-construct questions.  Questions sent via e-mail on a weekly basis  may potentially be grouped according to these themes:
Week 1: land

Week 2: water

Week 3: climate

Week 4: How did your community start?

How did geography play a part?

Week 5: Link between identity and geography

E-mail correspondence  received from (and sent to) the student citizens of Saskatoon will be considered research.  Each student will construct and maintain a booklet containing the printouts of the e-mails. 
	Was student able to generate questions for inquiry (anecdotal notes and observation)
Was student able to provide aspects about Fort McMurray to share with Saskatoon citizens. (checklist)

*This guides us toward the summative assessment.*
	Classroom computer
Printer

Paper



	5
	Students will be able to:

· Demonstrate an awareness of pollution in our bodies of water.

· Explain a strategy to reduce water pollution 
· Demonstrate an awareness of the importance of becoming an active, responsible citizen
	Read Why should I protect nature? By Jen Green

We have been looking at bodies of water, specifically the Athabasca and the South Saskatchewan rivers.  

Teacher will facilitate a mini-lesson explaining that some of the actions of citizens and industries in our community negatively affect the water quality in our lakes and rivers.  However, each citizen in our community can help reduce water pollution by following some simple measures.  As a class, I invite you to investigate this issue further with the help of a grade 5 student. 

Each grade 2 student will be paired with a grade 5 student.  In the computer lab, students will explore and read  “the Story of Water” on http://www.ecokidsonline.com
Classroom discussion will follow, outlining some of the ideas they learned from their computer work.  Teacher to create a “web” of ideas on the whiteboard.  Together, we can make a difference!

	In groups of four (4), students will create/draw a motivational poster with slogan discouraging water pollution in our community.  The targeted audience for this poster is family, friends and school community. 
“Let’s help keep our water clean by......picking up our dog’s poop!” or  “Let’s keep our water clean by.....throwing our garbage in the trashcan”
Please do not use pesticides on the lawn”
Dispose of household chemicals safely”. (rubric)
Was student able to tell teacher two (2) things that contributes to water pollution (checklist)

Was student able to tell teacher two (2) strategies to help reduce water pollution (checklist). 
	Why should I protect nature? By Jen Green

“the Story of Water” on http://www.ecokidsonline.com
Large kraft paper, coloured pencils, markers, paints.
[Note: I spent a significant amount of time perusing the website http://www.2learn.ca in an attempt to find something suitable for grade 2.  Many of the video clips were too mature for grade 2.]

	6
	Mapping Skills:

Compass Rose and cardinal directions
** This is a fully developed lesson plan.  Please see attached**
	
	
	

	7

	Students will be able to:

Recognize and communicate their personal identity within their community.  
	Teacher will show and read a journal entry she has written about her daily life in Fort McMurray.
Teachers and students have a lot in common through our school and our neighbourhood.  We share an identity within our school community.  We also share an identity within the Fort McMurray community.  We also share an identity through our connection to the land, through geography.  How does the geography of Fort McMurray affect who you are? Skiing, hockey, tobogganing.  Do you like the weather?  Do you like the forests? Birchwood Trail.  Do you like the Athabasca river?  

The students will start to explore the idea of personal and collective identity.

This cross-curricular activity will be linked with language arts with the idea that students may have an opportunity to “publish” their journal, as we will send a couple of journals (chosen at random) to our Saskatoon school.

	Students will write a journal entry about their daily life in Fort McMurray. (rubric)

	

	8
	Students will be able to:
Recognize and understand that  First Nations people, European settlers (immigrants, and Canadian citizens from eastern Canada all help to shape Saskatoon’s identity.  History  has contributed to Saskatoon’s identity today. 
	Guest speaker: TBA
The guest speaker will tell the story of Saskatoon’s past.  

She will highlight historical people from Saskatoon’s past: First Nations people, European settlers (immigrants) and Canadians who migrated to the west. (significant)
She will also highlight the land development of Saskatoon from a historical perspective by discussing transportation, food and shelter.  She will use photographs in addition to her story telling.

This will be interactive and students will be able to ask questions.  Students will also be provided with an opportunity to explain what they found personally interesting about the presentation, or tell what they have learned.

The next day,  the teacher and students will use an “X box” to map out the powerful words and ideas connected to Saskatoon’s history.  This is essentially a summary or recap of the guest speakers’ presentation.  This information will be added to our Saskatoon “research” booklet.

	Student will select one photograph from a pile of six.  Was student able to explain something in the photograph that is significant to Saskatoon’s history.  This will be accomplished by means of student-teacher conferencing. (anecdotal record)


	Guest speaker
Computer

	9
	GROUP WORK AND 

GROUP PRESENTATIONS IN CONNECTION WITH SUMMATIVE ASSESSMENT

*Please see summative assessment*
	
	
	

	10
	· Understand that people today feel connected to the land.  

· Identify with their personal connection to the land in their community.

	Mini-lesson outlining that Saskatoon has much in common with Fort McMurray.

We have studied geography and history, and you guys gave wonderful presentations.  Let’s give everyone a round of applause!
Question:  what are other factors that define communities?  language, culture, economics and resources.

We will be studying people, language and cultures in the near future.  Canada is a big country, and we have lots to learn!


	Students will use the “think aloud” approach to self evaluate by focusing on the following question: Why is the study of Saskatoon important?  Why is the study of Fort McMurray important?  Everyone will have an opportunity to respond.  It is okay to have duplicate answers. (anecdotal notes, checklist)
	


